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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 1 1/23/09 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 22,24,26-33,36-43 and 46-48 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Sorinel Cimpoes on 2/6/10. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1-21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A method of conducting a wagering game on a gaming 
machine controlled bv at least one processor a contro ll er in response to a wager, the 
method comprising: 

displaying on a display device of the gaming machine, an assemblage of 

selectable tiles that conceal an associated plurality of icons, the plurality 
of icons including a plurality of game-theme icons and a wild icon; 
receiving successive selections of the tiles; 

selectively revealing , bv the at least one processor, a first group of related game- 
theme icons associated with the selected tiles, the first group including at 
least two first tiles from the assemblage of selectable tiles, each of the 
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first tiles having a first game-theme icon, the first game-theme icon from 
one of the first tiles matching the first game-theme icon from another one 
of the first tiles; 

selectively revealing , by the at least one processor, a second group of related 
game-theme icons associated with the selected tiles, the second group 
being different from the first group, the second group including at least 
two second tiles from the assemblage of selectable tiles, each of the 
second tiles having a second game-theme icon, the second game-theme 
icon from one of the second tiles matching the second game-theme icon 
from another one of the second two tiles, the second game-theme icon 
being different than the first game-theme icon; 

selectively revealing , by the at least one processor, the wild icon associated with 
the selected tiles after revealing the first group and the second group; and 

in response to revealing the wild icon, simultaneously awarding , bv the at least 
one processor, a first award and a second award, the first award being 
based on the at least two first tiles of the first group, the second award 
being based on the at least two second tiles of the second group. 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 23, further including displaying a 
legend adjacent to the assemblage of selectable tiles, the legend displaying a plurality 



Application/Control Number: 10/757,151 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3714 

of matches and respective awards, each of the plurality of matches including a plurality 
of related game-theme icons. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Original) The method of claim 22, further including displaying a base wagering 
game including a plurality of possible randomly-selected outcomes, at least one of the 
possible outcomes being a bonus game triggering event causing the assemblage of 
selectable tiles to be displayed. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein the base wagering game includes a 
plurality of symbol-bearing reels that are rotated and stopped to place symbols on the 
reels in a reel symbol array, and wherein the bonus game triggering event includes a 
predetermined arrangement of selected symbols on the stopped reels. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the first award comprises a first 
number of free reel spins, and wherein the second award comprises a second number 
of free reel spins. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 28, further comprising multiplying a credit amount 
associated with a winning outcome of at least one of the first number of free reel spins 
by a first randomly generated number, and multiplying a credit amount associated with a 
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winning outcome of at least one of the second number of free spins by a second 
randomly generated number. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the gaming machine comprises a 
video slot machine, and wherein displaying the assemblage of selectable tiles includes 
displaying a video generated assemblage of selectable tiles. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the gaming machine comprises an 
adaptable mechanical spinning reel slot machine including a plurality of electro- 
mechanical reels having a plurality of reels symbols displayed thereon, and wherein 
displaying the assemblage of selectable tiles includes displaying a video generated 
assemblage of selectable tiles provided by a flat panel transmissive display configured 
to overlay the assemblage of selectable tiles upon a portion of the plurality of electro- 
mechanical reels. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the first award comprises a first 
credit amount, and wherein the second award comprises a second credit amount. 

33. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine controlled by at least one processor a 
contro ll e r in response to a wager, the gaming machine comprising: compr i s i ng 

a display device for displaying a simultaneous multiple award feature i nd i cat e d 
on a d i sp l ay dov i co , the display device initially displaying an assemblage of selectable 
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tiles that conceal a plurality of icons, the tiles being successively selected revealing a 
first group of related game-theme icons and revealing a second group of related game- 
theme icons and revealing a wild icon after revealing the first group and the second 
group, the first group including at least two first tiles from the assemblage of selectable 
tiles, each of the two first tiles having a first game-theme icon, the first game-theme 
icon from one of the first tiles matching the first game-theme icon from another one of 
the first tiles, the second group including at least two second tiles from the assemblage 
of selectable tiles, each of the second tiles having a second game-theme icon, the 
second game-theme icon from one of the second tiles matching the second game- 
theme icon from another one of the second two tiles, the at least two first tiles of the first 
group being mutually exclusive of the at least two second tiles of the second group: 

the at least one processor being coupled to the display device and operative to 
simultaneously award, in response to revealing the wild icon, th e s i mu l tan e ous mu l t i p le 
award f e atur e s i mu l tan e ous l y award i ng a first award based upon the first group and 
award i ng a second award based upon the second group, the first award being based on 
the at least two first tiles of the first group, the second award being based on the at least 
two second tiles of the second group. 



34-35. (Cancelled) 
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36. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 33, wherein the display device 
comprises a video display. 

37. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 33, further comprising a base wagering 
game including a plurality of possible base wagering game outcomes, at least one of 
the plurality of possible base wagering game outcomes being an event triggering the 
assemblage of selectable tiles to be displayed. 

38. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 37, wherein the gaming machine 
comprises a slot machine having a plurality of symbol-bearing reels that are rotated and 
stopped to place symbols on the reels in a symbol array, and wherein the event 
includes a predetermined arrangement of selected symbols on the stopped reels. 

39. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 38, wherein the plurality of symbol- 
bearing reels comprises a plurality of electro-mechanical symbol-bearing reels, and 
wherein the display device comprises a flat panel transmissive display configured to 
overlay the assemblage of selectable tiles upon a portion of the plurality of electro- 
mechanical symbol-bearing reels. 

40. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 38, wherein the first award comprises a 
first number of free reel spins, and wherein the second award comprises a second 
number of free reel spins. 
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41 . (Original) The gaming machine of claim 40, further comprising multiplying a 
credit amount associated with a winning outcome of at least one of the first number of 
free reel spins and at least one of the second number of free spins by a randomly 
generated number. 

42. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 33, wherein the assemblage of 
selectable tiles is arranged as a matrix having multiple rows and columns. 

43. (Currently Amended) A method having a simultaneous multiple award feature for 
a gaming machine controlled by at least one processor, the method comprising: a 
contro ll er, tho s i mu l tonoouo mult i p l e award foaturo bo i ng i nd i cated on a d i op l oy dov i co, 
th e s i mu l tan e ous mu l t i p le award f e atur e compris i ng: 

displaying on a display device of the gaming machine the simultaneous multiple 
award feature, the simultaneous multiple award feature having a player 
selection stage and a bonus stage, the a player selection stage including 
i nc l ud e s an assemblage of selectable tiles that conceal a plurality of 
icons: i cons, 

selectively selecting the tiles b ei ng succ e ss i v el y s ele ct e d to reveal respective 
icons until a tile revealing a wild icon is selected that produces a multiple 
award outcome, the player selection stage including selectively selecting 
a first group of tiles and a second group of tiles, the first group including at 



Application/Control Number: 10/757,151 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3714 

least two first tiles from the assemblage of selectable tiles, each of the 
first tiles having a first game-theme icon, the first game-theme icon from 
one of the first tiles matching the first game-theme icon from another one 
of the first tiles, the second group including at least two second tiles from 
the assemblage of selectable tiles, each of the second tiles having a 
second game-theme icon, the second game-theme icon being different 
than the first game-theme icon, the second game-theme icon from one of 
the second tiles matching the second game-theme icon from another one 
of the second two tiles: ttiesr 

in response to revealing the wild icon, simultaneously awarding by the at least 
one processor the multiple award outcome including a first award and a 
second award, the first award being based on the at least two first tiles of 
the first group, the second award being based on the at least two second 
tiles of the second group; and 

triggering the bonus stage in response to the multiple award outcome, a bonus 

award outcome generated in the player selection stage earning the player 
an opportunity to win a respective bonus in the bonus stage. 



44-45. (Cancelled) 



Application/Control Number: 10/757,151 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3714 

46. (Currently Amended) The method s i mu l tan e ous mu l t i p le award f e atur e of claim 
43, wherein each award is associated with a predetermined number of free spins of 
reels of a slot gaming machine. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method s i mu l tan e ous mu l t i p le award f e atur e of claim 
46, further comprising multiplying a credit amount associated with a winning outcome of 
at least one of the predetermined number of free spins by a randomly generated 
number. 

48. (Currently Amended) The method simu l taneous mu l t i p l e award footuro of claim 
43, wherein the display device comprises a video display. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: A thorough 
search for prior art fails to disclose any reference or references, which taken alone or in 
combination, teach or suggest, in combination with the other limitations, "simultaneously 
awarding... a first award and a second award," in combination with "the second game- 
theme icon being different than the first game-theme icon" in combination with 
"selectively revealing, by the at least one processor, a first group of related game-theme 
icons associated with the selected tiles," and "a second group of related game-theme 
icons." 

The closest prior art is Gilmore et al. (US 6,347,996). Gilmore discloses a bonus 
feature in which a player may selectively reveal tiles and its associated icons. A player 
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may select three tiles that have matching icons and be awarded. When a player reveals 
a wild icon, however, if the player has already revealed two matching icons, the wild 
also automatically selects the third matching tile with associated icon. However, 
Gilmore structurally and functionally lacks the means for simultaneously awarding a first 
award and a second award when the icons from the first group are different than the 
icons of the second group. For at least these reasons, claims 22, 33, 43 and the claims 
dependent thereon are allowed over Gilmore or any other prior art of record, taken 
alone or in combination. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW KIM whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1691 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on 571-272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dmitry Suhol/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3714 



2/16/2010 /A. K.I 
Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



